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Repent and turn from all your Tranſzsreſſions, ſo Iniquity 


ſhall not be your Ruin, Ezek. xviii. 30. 


Turn ye unto me, ſaith the LORD of Hoſts, and 1 
will turn unto you, ſaith the LORD of Hoſts. 
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HE following plain Diſcourſe was 
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KR preached to two numerous Aſſemblies x, 

der de on the Day appointed bybisMajzsTy 
for a General Faſt. Bleſſed be the Lorp 
Gop, who put ſuch a Thing as this in the 
Heart of the KING F. 

I muſt give great Pleaſure to all true Lo- 
ders of their Country, to hear that the Day 
was fo well obſerv'd in every Part of the 
Kingdom ; as we are inform'd it was, a very 


eto contemptible Perſons excepted. Who were, 


1t is to be preſumed, ated by the fame (may we 


not ſay perverſe ?) Spirit with their Brethren 


in Penſylvania, who f they could ſuffer alone, 
avould deſerve very little Pity. 


And yet it cannot but fill every ſerious Per- 
fon ww: 40 Concern, to find that the Impreſſions 


which ſeemed to be made on the Minds of moſt 
People, ſhould, as to the far greater Part, ſo 


very ſoon wear off. PLAxs were, as uſual, 
ated the next Evening, (tho' a Saturday) 
and the Lord's-Day immediately following 
as profaned in a ſcandalous Manner; as it 
bath been for Many Years, to the Reproach of 
a Proteſtant Nation. Are there not good Laws 
for the due Obſervation of that holy Day ? 
Why don't our Magiſtrates put them in Execu- 


tion? Arethey not bound to do it, by the Oath 


which they take, when ſworn into their reſpe- 


Give Offices + ? What they can do, is evident 


In New-Court, near Lincoli” In, and Swallows 
Street, near St. James'-Church. 


+ Ezra vii. 27. 
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from what they did on the late Faſt : for which 
they are to be highly commended. But why do 
not they exert their Authority in the ſame Man- 
ner, every Lord's-Day ? that This might be 
kept with equal Strictneſs, the Faſt was. The 
Prefanation of the Sabbath is one of the cry- 
ing Sins of the preſent Age. 

When I compoſed thts Sermon, I bad not the 
leaſt Intention of making it more public, than 
delivering it from the Pulpit. But the Au- 
dience ſeemed to liſten with great Attention to 


it, and to be not a little affefted with it. And 


ſeveral of my Friends, (who I fear, are too 
much prejudiced in my Favour) have aſſured 
me, that All whom they have converſed with 


about it, declared their Approbation of it, and 


defired me to publiſh it. And it is in Compli- 
ance with their Requeſt J do it. 

Tf what I have ſaid, ſhould" be the leaſt 
Means of Spiriting Any up more againſt. the 
FRENCH, our avowed (if not natural) 
Enemies ; ads more eſpecial Manner, if 


it ſhould be inſtrumental in the Hand of the | 


DIVINE SPIRIT, of prevailing with 
one Perſon to turn from Sin, to GOD and 
CHRIST «uh all his Heart, T ſhall think 
myſelf very happy; and pay no "regard to the 


Contempt which may be caſt on me and it, by 


Thoſe who think J. bemſelves the Men, and 


that Wiſdom is only 1 in Them, and will die 
with Them. 
ad 10 PITTS. 

Little Kirly- Street, | | 
Feb. 16, 1756. 
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Therefore alſo now ſaith the Lo xp, 
turn ye even unto me with all 
your Heart, and with Faſting, 
and with . ceping, and with 
Mourning. 


NN theſe Words, for I ſhall 20 

52 ſpend any Time in conſidering 
the Context, we have 

S Firſt, A great and neceſſary 

Duty recommended, or enjoined, Turning 

to '0 the LO N D. 


Saudi The Manner in which God 
expects People ſhould turn to him; with 


all their Heart, with Faſting, with Weep- 
ing, and with Mourning, When 1 have 


explained theſe, I will 


1 Thirdly, 


— * 


+44; 


Thirdly, conclude with a ſuitable Ap- 
plication. 


Firſt, Let us open the Nature of the 
Duty here recommended, and enjoined ; 
Turning to the Loxp., Now this ſup- 
poſes, | 


1ſt. That we have revolted from God. 


| 2dly, That we are convinced of the 
Wickedneſs of ſuch a Practice. 


zdly, That we ſee the Danger of con- 
tinuing in this State or Condition, 


Athly, Our being ſatisfied that we may 


with Safety return to God ; which 1s a 
great Mercy. 


5thly, That we are ſenſible of the ab- 


ſolute Neceſſity of doing this. We not 


only may, but muſt turn to God. 


_ Gthly and laſtly, Being aſſiſted by his 
Grace, and drawn by his Spirit, we actu- 
[ly turn to him, 


Iſt, 


[3] 


Iſt, Turning to God plainly ſuppoſes, 
that we have revolted from Him. This 
all Mankind did in Adam. He repreſent- 
cd all his Race, when God entered into a 
Covenant of Life with him, or, as it is 


_ uſually called, the Covenant of Works. 


All his Poſterity were to ſtand, or fall, in 
and with him ; and therefore, as he broke 
that Covenant by ſinning againſt God, they 
muſt, and did All fin in him, and fall with 
him, in that firſt Tranſgreſſion. By one 
Man's, i. e. Adam's Diſobedience, many, 
all whoſe federal Head he was, were made 


Sinners *, He rebelled againſt God his 


Sovereign who created him, and made 
him Lord of this lower World, giving him 


Dominion over all the other Creatures in 


it 1. And hereupon, not only he him- 


ſelf, but the whole World, or all who were 
to deſcend from him by ordinary Genera- 


tion, became guilty before God 4. 


And then, all who live to Years of Diſ- 
cretion, have alſo actually revolted from 
God, or rebelled againſt him. And this 


* Rom. v. 12. & 19. + Pſalm viii, 6, &c. 
1 Rom. ili. 19. & 23. 
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in numberleſs Inſtances; for every ſin is a 
Tranſgreſſion of the Law of God *. 


2dly, Turning to God ſuppoſes, we are 
convinced of the Wickedneſs of revolting 
from him. And how great is the Evil of 
Sin? Oh, the malignity there is in it! We 
cannot perfectly deſcribe it. Of what an 
heinous Nature muſt Rebellion againſt God 
be? There can be no Reaſon aſſigned for it, 
For God is not only the greateſt, but alſo 
the beſt of Beings, Is continually doing 
us good, and daily loading us with Benefits. 
What egregious Folly to forſake and turn 
our Backs on him, who alone can make us 
happy, and go after vain Things which can- 
not profit ? 


And a great Happineſs it is to ſee the 
exceeding Sinfulneſs of Sin, indeed the in- 
finite Evil there is in it. This it is the 
holy Spirit's Work to convince us of 4. 


3dly 2 That we ſee the Danger of con- 
tinuing in this State or Condition. Being 


8 
þ John xvi. 8, 9. M 
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by Nature blind, we perceive nothing of 
of this. But when our Eyes are opened, 
we are amazed at our Stupidity ; that we 
ſhould be fo eaſy and unconcerned, when 
on the Brink of Hell, and fo very near 
everlaſting Deſtruction, Then we cry out, 
Wo to us ! we are are undone! What muſt 


we do to be ſaved? M ad can deliver us from 
Wrath to come *, 


4thly, Our being ſatisfied, that we may 
with Safety return to God; which is a 
great Mercy, This Adam did not know, 
till God was pleaſed to reveal it to him. 
He was for fleeing and hiding himſelf from 
the Preſence of the Lord God, among the 
Trees of the Garden . Vain, fooliſh At- 
tempt! Satan who had prevailed with him 
to revolt from God, would now have per- 
Juaded him, it was impoſſible for him ever 
to return to God, or for God to be recon- f 
2iled to him. And it muſt be owned, 2 


that an abſolute God muſt to Sinners be 4 
confuming Fire f. But God very ſoon de- 
clared his gracious Intentions | towards : 
RE. | | 
* Acts ii. 37. xvi. 30. | Fr F Gen, iii. 8. | 


t Heb, xii. 29. : — | 
2 Adam, ] 
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Adam, and his miſerable Race, made fo by 
him *. In Chriſt God is willing to be re- 
reconciled to, and at Peace with us f. 
And through Him, or in His Name, we 
may return, and draw nigh to God. This 


Liberty God allows us, for which we are 
obliged to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 


ethly, That we are ſenſible of the Ne- 
ceſſity of doing this. We not only may, 
but mußt return to God. 


. Tis our Duty, as God commintds it. 
Thus in the Text; and the next Verſe, 
Rent your Heart, and not your Garments, 
and turn unto the Lord your God: And in 
ſeveral other Places of Scripture T. Oh, 


4 
the gracious Condeſcenſion of God! 


2. We muſt inevitably periſh if we don't 
turn to Him. They who are far from God © 
ſhall periſh; and God will deſtroy all that go 
a Whoring from Him F. If our Peace is 
not made with God, thro' Chriſt, but we 


en. Bi. 14g + 2 Cor. v. 18, 19. 4 See Hoſ. 
Kiv. 2. Jer. iii. 12, 14, 27. § Pfal. Ixxili. 27. 


EN | con- 


E 

continue Enemies to Him all our Lives, He 
will avenge himſelf on us, as his Adver- 
ſaries. He will order theſe his Enemies, 
who never would that He, or his Son, ſhould 
reign over them, to be brought, and ſlain 
before Him, and ſend them away into ever- 
laſting Puniſhment *, This will be the 
End of all finally impenitent Sinners, and 
Unbelievers. 


thly, and laſtly. Being affiſted by his 
Grace, and drawn by his Spirit, we actu- 
ally turn to God, and this with Readineſs 
and Joy. Turn thou me, faith Ephraim, 
and I ſhall be turned +. There is no Force 
on the Will in Converſion ; but we act with 


perfect Freedom, being made willing in the 


Day of Chriſt's Power. As the Father | ht 
miſed the Son, his People ſhould be f. 


The Second general Head is to enquire in 
what Manner God, expects People ſhould 


turn to Him. And this we are informed 1 in 
our Text. 


* Luke xix. 27. Matt. xxv. 46. + Jer. xxxi. 18, 


+ Pfal. ex. 3. PO) 
iſt, Wit 


_ \ Loos n 
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2ſt, With all their Heart. 
2dly, With Faſting, 
3dly, With Weeping, and 
4thly, With Mourning. A few Hints as 
to each of theſe, 


Iſt, We muſt turn to God with all our 
Heart. 


1. With the Heart, that is, in Sincerity, 
not feignedly. God complains of Judah, 
that e turned not to Him with her whole 
Heart, but feignedly *: In Falſhood tis in 
the Original. As if God could be im- 
poſed upon by mere Pretences, or an out- 
ward Show. It will ſignify nothing 70 
draw nigh to God, and worſhip Him with 
the Mouth, and honour Him with our Lips, 
1. e. profeſs to do fo, if our Hearts are at 
the ſame Time far from Him +. *Tis the 
Heart God looketh to f. This He knows 
all the Thoughts of d. And if it is not 
with This we turn to Him, He will not 
regard the Profeſſions we make, but deſpiſe 
and reject us. | 
1 Jer. iii. 10. Matt. xv, 9. Sam. xvi. 7. 
$ 1 Chron. xxviil. 9. | 


2. It 


[ 9 ] 


2. It muſt be with our whole Heart. 
Not reſerving any Place for Sin, which is 
ſo contrary to God's Nature, Will and Ho- 
nour, as well as our moſt dangerous Enemy. 
Not retaining the leaſt Affection for any 
Luſt. But reſolving to devote ourſelves 
intirely to God, every Power and Faculty 
of our Souls. Saying with the Church, O 
LORD our God, other Lords befides thee have 
had Dominion over us: But by thee only 
will we make mention of thy Name *. 


2dly, We are to turn to God with Faſt- 
ing. This was frequently enjoyned under 
the Old Teftament Diſpenſation. In the 
Chapter wherein our Text is, Verſe 15. 
and ſo the preceding Chapter, Verſe 14. 
And it is what God's People often practiſed. 
When that excellent Prince Jehoſhaphat had 
News brought him, that the Moabites and 
 Ammonites, and Others, were about to in- 
vade his Dominions, what Method did he 
take? The beſt he could, and which all 


wiſe and pious Princes will take, on like 
Occaſions. He ſet himſelf to ſeek the LORD, 


* Iſai. xxvi. 13. 


C and 
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and proclaimed a Faſt throughout all Judah. 
Which was religiouſly obſerved, the King 
ſetting a good Example to his Subjects &. 
So did Ezra, and he and the People with 
him, kept it. Nor did they faſt and pray 
in vain, God was intreated of them . 


1. It may be very proper on ſome more 
ſolemn Occaſions, to abſtain from Food, at 
leaſt thoſe pleaſant Meats or Delicates, 
which may be lawfully uſed at other Times, 
with Thankſgiving and Caution. And this, 
whether the Occaſion be of a private, or of 
a more publick Nature. David faſted when 
his Child was fick T. So did Nebemiab, 
when he heard of the Miſery of Jeruſa— 
lem, and the great Diſtreſs his Brethren 
there were in d. And our bleſſed Lord re- 
commends the Practice to his Diſciples ||. 
Iho', becauſe He once faſted forty Days, 

I think it is perfectly ridiculous to pretend 
to imitate him therein, and faſt forty Days 
every Year. And eſpecially, when what 
they call Lent is kept as the . and 


* See 2 Chron. xx. 119. 7 Ezra viil. 21.— 
23: $ 2 Sam. xii. 16, &c, I Nehem. i. 4. 
1 Matt. vi. 16, Kc. 


ſome 


may 


ſome others do, which is in Fact, fareing 


d el. ct oufl Ye 


2. We are not required to faſt fo ſtrict- 
ly, or with ſuch Severity, as to unfit our- 
ſelves for other Duties, God requires Mercy, 
and not Sacrifice :. And I think, Perſons 
muſt in ſuch Caſes judge for themſelves, 
and let every one be fully ſatisfied in his 
own Mind. Nor ſhould we deſpiſe, or 
condemn one another. As the Apoſtle 
argues with Reſpect to Meats, One belicveth 
that he may eat all Things : Ansther that is 
weak eateth Herbs. Let not him that eateth 
deſpiſe him that eateth not: And let not him 
who eateth not, judge him that eateth : For 
God hath received them both +. But, 


3- 'Tis of much more Importance to 
humble our Souls before God, and morti- 
fy our Corruptions. Theſe are what war 
againſt our precious and immortal Souls 4; 
and keep up the War between God and 


us. And if our Eye ſpares them, God will 


not ſpare us, but puniſh us as Our Iniqui- 
ties deſerve, 


41, II, 


C2  3dly, We 


* Matt, ix. 13. + Rom. xiv. 2, &c. 1 1 Pet. 


vo And ib 


[ 72 } . 
zaͤly, We ſhould turn to God with 
Weeping, Now 


1. Tis well when we can ſhow our 
Grief for Sin by Tears. When our Heads . 


are as Waters, and our Eyes a Fountain of ; 
Tears. And Rivers of Waters run down : 
our Eyes, becauſe we, and Others have 


broke God's holy and righteous Law x. 
This is frequently the Caſe with many, 
when under ſome great Affliction. Tears 
flow more freely, and plentifully at ſuch 
Times, than on Account of Sin : Tho' 
this is the Cauſe of all Trouble and Sor- 
row. But then, 

2. Theſe depend more on the natural 
Temper and Conſtitution, than are a Sign 
of godly Sorrow, The Eyes may ſhed 
many Tears, in great Abundance, and yet 
the Heart remain as hard as an Adamant, 


or the nether Mill. ſtone. 


4 4thly, We muſt do it with Mourning. If 
A we are not melted into Tears, or cannot 
= weep as others do, we ſhould mourn in- 


* Pſal, cxix. 136. 


wardly 
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wardly for Sin. Our Hearts ſhould be 
grieved, and our Souls mourn, to think, 


1. How God hath been diſhonoured by 
our Tranſgreſſions. And when this is one 
of the principal Cauſes of our Concern, 


it ſhews that we ſorrow after a godly Sort &, 


and that our Repentance is unto Life . 


2. What we deſerve for them ; not only 


temporal Judgments, but eternal Puniſh- 


ment. The Wages of Sin is Death |. 


The third and laſt Thing is the Appli- 
cation, And, 


1. What a Mercy is it, that God will 
permit, yea doth command Sinners to turn 
to him? He could not need any of us, 
more than he did the ſinning Angels. 
There was no ſuch Liberty allowed to 
them. No Proviſion made for their Re- 
turn to God, when they had once rebelled 
againſt him d. And yet we are bid to turn 
to God, and it is made our Duty, tho' we 
have departed from, and forgotten him, 


* 2 Cor vii. 11, + Acts xi. 18. f Rom. vi. 23. 


§ 2 Pet, ii. 4. 
| Ways 
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Ways and Times without 3 *, How 
ſhould our Souls bleſs the Lord for the Di- 


ſtinction which is made between us and 
them ++ 'Tis all of Grace. 


What W Wretches muſt they 
Sy who, when God calls on them, refuſe 
to turn to him, and ſay they will not re- 
turn ? No, we have loved Strangers, and 
after them we will go d. They determine 
to go on in their Treſpaſſes, come what 
will. They will not turn from the Evil 
of their Ways, tho' beſeeched by Mini- 
ſters in God's Name, and Chriſt's Stead, 
and faithfully warned of their Danger. The 
Time will come when they ſhall ſee their 
Folly. God grant it may be before it is too 
late. LORD, when thy Hand is lifted up, 


they will not ſee : but they Shall ſee, and be 
#ſhamed ||. 


3. The ſooner we turn from Sin to God, 
the better. Whether as a Nation, or as 
particular Perſons. Young Ones, let me 
entreat you to turn to God, I am ſure 


Jer. ii. 32. 4 See Heb. ii. 16. Þþ Jer. v. 3. 
: 3 Chap. 11. 25, 31. { Iſai. xxvi. 11 


you'll 


I 


WIS 


you'll never repent of having done it too 
ſoon. Boaſt not of To-morrow, much leſs 
of many Years, You know not what a Day 
may bring forth. What can be more 
uncertain than Life? Tis but as a Vapour 
that appeareth for a little Time, and then 


vaniſheth away ＋. 


And as for old Sinners, ſurely it muſt be 
high Time for you to turn to God, May 
He give you Grace ſo to do. . 


4. Let us ſee to it, that we are ſincere 
in all our Profeſſions of Humiliation, and 
Sorrow for Sin, Men may be deceived ; 
there is no great Difficulty in doing that. 
But God cannot; nor will be be mocked J. 


5. Let our Concern be more for Sin, the 
Evil there is in it, than for all the Evils we 
meet with on Account of it. 


6. We ſhall have Reaſon to mourn for 
Sin all our Days, becauſe we are not one 
without being guilty of it. There 7s not a 
juſt Man upon Earth that doeth good, and 
ſinneth not F. 


* Prov. xxvii. 1. 4+ Jam. iv. 14. f Gal. vi. 7. 


$ Ecclef. vii. 20. 
| 7. This 


F 26 J 


7. This ſhould wean us from the pre- 
ſent, which is ſuch an evil World, In 
which there are ſo many Temptations, and 
Snares, ſo much Corruption and Sin, as 
well as Sorrow, 


8. Let Believers pleaſe themſelves with 
the Thoughts of Heaven, where there is 
neither the leaſt Sin, nor Sorrow. There 
we ſhall always be in the Preſence of God, 
and of the Lamb. Conſtantly ſee Chrz/? as 
he is *, and be perfectly happy in the full 
Enjoyment of God and Him, to all Eter- 
nity. 


But it will, I apprehend, be expected, 
that I ſhould make ſome Improvement of this 
Subject, more immediately ſuited to the Oc- 
caſion of our meeting together at his Time. 
God calls on his People in the Text, to turn 
to him. And have not. we in theſe Nations 
a loud Call this Day, yea many loud Calls 
to turn to the Lord ? That we have re- 
volted from God, fooliſhly and wickedly 
departed from him, I think none will, or 
can diſpute. *Tis true, we are a People 


* I John iii 2. 


highly 


! 
highly favoured of the Lord. I know 10 
Nation under Heaven to be compared with 
us for Privileges; and theſe both Civil and 


Religious. Have we not the BEST King 
in the World on the Throne? deſervedly 


ſtiled the FATHER of his People, who de- 


lighteth in their Proſperity ; and hath ha- 
zarded, and I am perſuaded, would be 
very ready again to hazard his Lite, in their 
Defence. One, who hath conſtantly made 
the Laws of the Land the Rule of his Go- 


vernment. How very different is Great- 
Britain from France? Where the Subjects 


have nothing they can call their own, and 
the Will of the Prince is a Law *. 


And don't we alſo enjoy the Goſpel in 


the Purity of it? Have we not the holy 


Scriptures in our own Mother-Tongue ? 
May we not read them whenever we will ? 
What would not our poor perſecuted Bre- 


thren in France, and other Parts beyond 


the Seas, give for our Advantages? Let us 
pity them, and pray for them. Are we 
not commanded 0 ſearch the Scriptures ? 


.v Hoc vols, fie Jubeo, ſtat pro ratione voluntas, 
2 Sat. vi. Lin. 322 
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and try every Spirit, and Doctrine by 
them *? We are not bound to act by an 
implicit Faith, and take things upon Truſt, 
as the Laity, or common People among 
the Papiſis are: Who are taught to believe 


whatever their deſigning Prieſts tell them, 
on Pain of Damnation. 


But alas! can we ſay, that our Returns 
have been anſwerable to theſe our Privi- 
leges? Very far from it indeed. I am 
afraid, there are few, if any Nations, ex- 
ceed us in Sin and Wickedneſs. What 
Sins are we not notorious, I was going to 
ſay infamous, for? How very common are 
Drunkenneſs, and Swearing, and Lewd- 
neſs, and other crying Abominations a- 
mongſt us? How is the Lord's-Day pro- 
faned, by going Journies, Walking in the 
Fields for Diverſion, Frequenting public 
Houſes ; by unneceſſary Viſits, and ſhock- 


ing to tell! by playing at Cards ? How 
much precious Time, and I fear more 


John v. 39. 1 John iv. 1. 
And 


Money too than ſome who attend them 
can well afford, is ſpent in Conſorts, Balls, 
Plays, Opera's, and other Entertainments? 


[29 ] 


And you would think me inexcuſable if I 
omitted thoſe VILEST of Abominations, 
Maſquerades, which ought not to be men- 
tioned, but with the utmoſt Deteſtation, 
and Abhorrence. Tis ſurprizing, Huſ- 
bands ſhould ſuffer their Wives, or Pa- 
rents permit their Children to go to a 
Place, where they muſt be expoſed to ſuch 
great Temptations, of which that of Game- 
ing, J fear, is one of the leaſt. Will any 
wonder, if from the Maſquerades, Adjourn- 
ments ſhould be made to Bagnio's? Oh, 
to this without all Doubt, is it in a great 
Meaſure owing, that we have ſo many 


Robberies, and Murders ; that it is not ſafe 


to travel on the Roads by Day, nor to 
walk even in our Streets by Night. 


And have not too many of thoſe who 
would be thought to make a ſfiri&er Pro- 
feſfion of Religion, turned aſide from God ? 
How is Family-Prayer neglected? Were 


God to pour out his Wrath on every 


prayerleſs Family in our Land, what dread- 
ful Work would be made amongſt us? 
Would not moſt Houſes be left deſolate ? 
And yet, this is what ſuch are threaten'd 


© with, 


: 
{ 
1 
a 
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with, as well as the Heathen who have not 
known God, acknowledged, and worſhip- 


What numbers are there even among 
Proteſtant Diſſenters, who are gone off 
from the Purity of the Goſpel, not only in 


_ Diſcipline, but in Doctrine too? Deny 


and oppoſe the moſt important Truths, 
which are the very Foundation of Chriſtia- 
nity, and treat them with the utmoſt Con- 
tempt. Such as the true and proper Di- 
vinity of Chriſt, his Satisfaction, and 
Righteouſneſs ; Without which we ſhould 
have no Ground to hope for Pardon, and 
Juſtification now, nor compleat Salvation 
hereafter. The Deity, yea the Perſona- 


lity of the Holy Spirit, his gracious Aſſi- 


ſtance, and powerful Operations. Oh, 
how much is the Glory departed from us? 
May not Ichabod be written on us + ? 


Where is the Glory? Where is that Love 


to God and Chriſt, that Zeal for his Ho- 
nour, that Concern for his Glory, which 
our Forefathers were deſervedly ſo renown- 
ed for? They are dead and gone, and 


| their 
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their Spirit in a great Meaſure died with 
them. And when vital and experimental 
Religion is branded with the invidious 
Name of Enthuſiaſm, ſhall we be ſurprized 
that practical Godlineſs is ſo little regarded, 
and at fo low an Ebb? 


Well, by theſe, and many other ſuch 
Things as theſe, have we juſtly provoked 
the LORD to Anger. And indeed, we 
may wonder, He hath not viſited us with 
much greater Severity for them, and that 
his Soul hath not been avenged on ſuch a 
Nation as this *. He hath not yet deſtroy'd 
us: Bleſſed be his Name. But if we do 
not ſpeedily turn to Him, why ſhould we 


expect that He will continue to ſpare and 


ſave us? He 1s plainly calling on us in his 
Word, and very loudly by his Providence, 
Who can doubt of this, that conſider what 
He hath lately done in other Parts of the 
World? That moſt dreadful Earthquake, 
with which He in ſo very awful a Man- 


ner viſited Portugal, ſeveral Parts of Spain, 
and of which we have ſtill had more 
ſbocking Accounts from Morocco in Africa, 


N Jer. v. 9. 


I 
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I am inclined to think, there ſcarce ever 
was lo very extenſive an one before. And 
God could, and juſtly might have fo or- 


dered it, that we ſhould have been te 


principal Seat of that Deſolation. Eng- 
land might have been in the ſame melan- 
choly Situation with Portugal, and London 
laid as much wafte as Liſbon, And this 
would have been the Caſe, if God had 
dealt with us after our Sins, and rewarded 
us according to our Iniquities *. 


And have we hearkened and attended to 
this ſo very loud a Call? Few, it is to be 
feared, have been affected with it as they 
ought. Was there not a Maſquerade to 
have been about a Fortnight ſince? 1 
wonder how ſuch a Thing could be fo 
much as thought of, when @ general pub- 
lic Faſt. had been appointed by Authority, as 
on this Day. But our good King expreſly 
order'd, it ſhould not be. I am perſuad- 


ed, you will All join with me in this Wiſh, 
May there never be one more in our Land. 


The King of Spain, we are told, hath 


prohibited all Theatrical Entertainments, 
* Pſal: ciii. 10. 


972 
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on this Account, And I wiſh his Example 
might be followed in England *. Tis a 
Reproach to us, that Papiſts in many 
Things, act better rhan thoſe who call 
themſelves Proteſtants. Oh that we may 
hear and fear, and do no more ſo wikedly +. 


Another loud Call we have to turn to 
God, is the War, which we ſeem -to be 
entering upon with France, or rather are 
already engaged' in. At leaſt moſt think it 
very difficult to diſtinguiſh it from an ac- 
tual War. Great Preparations are that 
proud, inſolent, and moſt perfidious People 
making, and threaten to z7vede us. And 
ſhould they be permitted to land a nume- 
rous Army on our Coaſts, whatever the Iſ- 
ſue might be, it would cauſe a great deal 
of Confuſion and Conſternation, and much 
Blood would in all Probability be ſhed. 
Tho' I would hope, we ſhould in ſuch a 
Caſe, unite as one Man, againſt jo faithles 
and cruel an Enemy, who want to eſtabliſh 
PoPERY, and an ARBITRARY GoveRN- 
MENT amongſt us. But how far God may 
ſuffer them to proceed, as a Scourge for our 

* Fas eſt & ab hoſte doceri. + Deut. xiii. 11. 


Sins, 
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3 Sins, we cannot tell. Should they prevail, 

| we could expect no Favour from them, for 
| their tender Mercies are Cruelty *. Witneſs 
| the horrid Maſſacre of the Proteſtants at Pa- 
| 71s, Anno 1572, and the many Perſecutions 
they have ſuffered fince, and are now ſuf- 


tering . 


| We are preparing to give them a warm 
| Reception, if they ſhould make any At- 
ö tempt of this Nature. And we ought to 
be very thankful that we have ſuch conſide- 
rable Armaments both by Sea and Land, to 
oppoſe them. But let us not 7u/# in an 
Arm of Hleſb t. We have ſeen, or might 

l | have ſeen, the Folly of this, in the Diſap- 
F pointment we met with the laſt Year in A. 
l | merica. I mean the Defeat, the ſhameful De- 
Fl | feat of our Forces under General Braddock, 
| principal y by the Indians, tho' much infe- 
rior in Number 8. Let us engage God on 


| * Prov. xii. 10. 
| + See Mr. Gibbon“ s two Diſcourſes on this mok 
1 affecting Subject, lately publiſh d. 

oy + | + Jer. xvii. 5. 74 

| § See an excellent Sermon preached by Mr. Samuel 
| Davies in Virginia, to an independant Company of 
1 | Volunteers, intituled, Religion and Patriotiſm, the Con- 
| 5 ſtituents of a good Soldier. Which I heartily wiſh in the 
Hands of All his Majeſty's Forces. 
| our 
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our Side; which, if we turn to Him with 


our whole Heart, we may be aſſured, He 
will be. What Schemes the Enemy have 
been laying, we don't certainly know. 
But this we know, that God is acquainted 
with them, and can turn all their Counſels 
into Fool: gb; as He did Abitophel's, on 
David's Prayer againſt him *. He can ea- 
ſily diſappoint the Devices of the Crafty, [> 
that their Hands ſhall not ve able to perform 


their Enterprize Þ. 


The Sword, I think, we may ſay is 
drawn, and may have a Commiſſion to de- 
vour, or deſtroy much Fleſh. And if we 
ſhould not be the immediate Seat of War, 


yet our Colonies in America are ſo. And 


we have heard of ſome of the horrid Ban- 


 barities, which have been committed on 


many of our Brethren in thoſe Parts, by 
the ſavage Indians, ſpirited up by the fill 
more ſavage FRENCH T. The Lord ap- 
pear for them, and ſend them ſpeedy Help. 
May thoſe wag | have the Management of 


* 2 Sam. XV. 31. 1 Jak v. 12, 13. 
4 See the Sermon above referred to. 


Sn public 
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public Affairs be directed to ſuch Meaſures, 
as ſhall be moſt effectual for driving the 
Enemy out of thoſe Poſleſſions, which 
they have ſo unjuſtly ſeized on. And, if 
it be the Will of God, may they be fo 
humbled and weakened, as not to have it 
in their Power (for a Will they have always 


had) to diſturb the Peace of other Nations, 


for Many Years. That we may in due 
Time have an honourable and laſting Peace, 


and fit every Man under his own Vine, and 


under his Fig-tree, and have none t0 
make us afraid. And there may be no Hurt- 
ing or Deſtroying in all God's holy Moun- 


tain *, | 


But above all let us be earneſt with God, 
to revive Religion in the midſt of us. And 
in order to this, that he would be pleaſed 


to pour out his Spirit upon us. Though 


we are indeed funk very low, God can 

cauſe a Revival. And if @ general and ge- 

nuine Reformation ever is effected, I am 

ſure it muſt be, not by any created Power 
* Micah iv. 4. Ifai. xi. 9. 


OT 
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or Might, but by the Spirit of the LORD 
of Hojis k. 


Indeed, an external Reformation might 
in a great Meaſure be brought about, were 
Magiſtrates but diligent and faithful in the 
Execution of their Office. A Stop might 
be put to many of thoſe Sins, which are 4 
Reproach to any People +, and becauſe of 
which our Land mourns |. And temporal 
Judgments might by this Means be pre- 
vented, or delayed: As in the Caſe of Ni- 
neveh F. The Prophet Jonah had declared, 
That in forty Days Nineveh ſhould be de- 
{troyed. This was not an abſolute, but 4 
conditional Threatning, as is evident from 
the Event; and it is plain, the King and 
his Nobles underſtood it in this Senſe. We 
have a certain Rule to go by in all Caſes of 


this Nature. Jeremiab xvill. 7. and 8. At 


what Inſtant, ſays God, I ſhall ſpeak con- 
cerning a Nation, and concerning a King- 
dom, to pluck up, and to pull down, and to 
deſtroy it: If that Nation againſt whom 
J have pronounced, turn from their Evil, 


Zech. iv. 6. + Prov. xiv. 34. . Jer. xxili. 10. 
Hoſea iv. 2, 3. § See Jonah iii. Chap.“ 


2 then 
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then I will repent of the Evil which I thought 
to do unto them, When Word was brought 
to the King of Nineveh of the Preaching of 
Jonah, and the awful Meſſage he came 
from God with, he immediately cauſed a 
Proclamation to be publiſhed for a general 
Faſt. The like to which, I believe, is not 
to be met with in any Hiſtory, For 7e:- 
ther Man nor Beaſt, Herd, nor Flock, were 
to taſte any Thing ; neither to feed, nor to 
drink Water. And this was ſtrictly ob- 
ſerved from the Greateſt to the Leaſt of them. 
They all put on Sackchth, in token of their 
Humiliation, and cried mightily unto God; 
and turned from their evil Ways. They had 
a PERADVENTURE, Who can tell, ſay they, 
if God will turn and repent, and turn away 


from- his fierce Anger, that we periſh not ? 


And we are told, that God ſaw their Works, 


| that they turned from their evil Way, and 


God repented of the Evil which He had ſaid 
that He would do unto them, and He did it 
not. Not that we are to imagine, God 
did really repent, in the proper Senſe of the 
Word. We are aſſured, 7he Strength of 
Tirael will not repent *®, We may ſay He 
* Sam. xv. 29, 9 
Calte 
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cannot, Tis as impoſſible He ſhould, as 
that he ſhould lie“. Such Expreſſions 
when applied to God in Scripture, that it 
repented the LORD that He had niade Man, 
and it grieved Him at his Heart +, and 
the like, are not to be underſtood literally. 
They are ſpoke after the Manner of Men, 
and in Condeſcenſion to our Weakneſs. 
We muſt ſtrip the Metaphors of every 
thing which in the leaſt favours of Imper- 
fection, and interpret them in ſuch a Senſe 
as will not derogate from the Glory of any 
of the Divine Attributes. There is a Change 
in us when we repent: But God is immu- 
table. He is Jenovan. The Great I AM 
never changes, but is always the ſame . 
With the Father of Lights there is no Va- 
riableneſs, neither Shadow of Turning F. 


But God may be ſaid to repent, when he 


alters the Courſe of his Providence, or 
acts in the ſame Manner as Men do when 


they repent ||. 


* Heb. vi. 18. + Gen. vi. 6. and 7. f Mal. iii. 6, 
$ Jam, i. 17. || See Dr. Ridgley's Body of Divinity, 
Vol. iſt, p. 240, &c. BOG RES tony 
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And was it not the ſame with reſpect 
to that moſt wicked King Ahab? concern- 
ing whom is ſaid, there was none like to 
bim, who did fell himſeIf to work TFiched- 
neſs in the Sight of the LORD *. When 
Elijab the Prophet denounced Jndz:nenis 
againſt him, we are told, that he rent his 
Clothes, and put Sackcloth upon tis Fleſb, 
and faſted, and lay in Sackclot!, and went 
foftly +. All which were Signs of Hu— 
miliation, tho' he never truly repented of 
his Wickedneſs. And yet God ſaid to E- 
tijah, Secft thou how Ahab bumvieth himſelf 
before ne? Becauſe he humbleth himfelf be- 
fore me, IT will not bring the threatened Ew! 
in his Days: But in his Son's Days vi [ 
bring the Evil upon his Houſe f. Thus we 

( ſee that temporal Judgments have been 

averted by an external Humiliation and Re- 

pentance : And if we could but fee /s, 

and a Reformation, there would be good 

| Ground to hope concerning our Land and 
= | 1 5 Nation. 


| | But then, we ſhould defire alſo that Reli- 
gion may be revived in the Power of it, 


0 1 * Kings xxi. 25. f Verſe 27. f Verle 29. 
b and 
| ; » 
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and the Kingdom of Chriſt enlarged, by 
many Subjects being brought into it, and 
great Numbers added to his Churches, ſuch 
as ſhall be ſaved d. But to draw towards 
a Cloſe. 


However others may behave, let us 
rclolve, through divine Grace, to turn 
to the LORD. Let us be deeply hum- 
bled for our own perſonal Sins, and 
mourn every one apart, that we have done 
ſo much to provoke God *. And deſire, 
we may ſtand prepared for the whole of 


| his Will. What may be in the Womb of 


Providence we know not; nor is it fit we 
ſhould. Theſe Things are wiſely hid from 
us. Secret Wings belong to God, and not 
to us +. Therefore we ſhould not want to 
pry into them, nor be anxiouſly ſollicitous 
about Futurity. Let us make the revealed 
Will of God the Rule of our Practice, as 
well as Faith. Conſult the holy Scrip- 
tures, in which we are plainly told what 


the LORD our God reguireth of us |: and 


be diligent in the Diſcharge of our Duty, 


leaving all Events with Him, who is infi- 
Acts ii. . Lech; i. 12. + Deut. 

XXIX. 29. t Micah vi. . 
nitely 
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nitely wiſe, and cannot err. If we have 


fled for Refuge to lay hold on the Hope ſet 
before us J, cloſed with Chriſt, or accept- 


ed him as he is exhibited, and offered in 
the Goſpel; We may be aſſured, God is 
our God, and Father in him. And if fo, 
every Diſpenſation of Providence is in 
Mercy to us. In the greateſt Afflictions 
which we are exerciſed with, God deals 
with us as with Children; and all Things 
work together for good to us, and ſhall end 
well at laſt *. Then, come Proſperity, or 
come Adverſity, come Peace, or come 
War, yea, come Life, or come Death, we 
ſhall be ſecure. We ſhall either be ſaved 
in the Day of the Lord's Anger +: Or if 
we ſhould fall in the common Calamity, 


our Souls will be ſafe, being bound in the 


Bundle of Life with the Lord our God *. 
When we commit theſe into the Hands of 


Chriſt, who hath redeemed us with his 


Blood, ſaying with holy Stephen, Lord Je- 


ſus receive my Spirit & He will order his 


Angels to conduct them to Abraham's Bo- 
ſom ||, yea, we may ſay to his own, For 


q Heb. vi. 18. * Rom. viii. 28. Heb. xii. 6, &c- 
+ Zeph. ii. 3. T 1 Sam, xXV. 29. S Acts vii. 
59, | Luke xvi. 22. 


He 


E 


He hath promiſed to receive them to him- 


ſelf, and will keep them to the great Day ©. 


And even our Bodies, which were form- 
ed of the Duſt of the Ground, and muſt 
then return to the Earth out of which they 
were taken *, and fee Corruption, He will 
aſſuredly raiſe again out of their Graves, 


and reunite them with our Souls, when He 


hath faſhioned them like unto his own glorious 
Body . 


If we are true Belie vers, then tho' God 
ſhould again think fit to ſhake terribly the 
Earth , and this Part of the Globe on 
which we dwell, We ſhall not need to 
fear. No, not Fh the Earth was to be 
removed, and tho the Mountains were to be 
carried into the Midſt of the Sea d. For 
the Rock, on which we have built, can 


never be ſhaken, Chriſt, who is the Rock 


of Ages; nor the Kingdom of which we 


are Heirs, ever be moved ||. 


John xiv. 3. 2 Tim. i. 12. * Gen. iii. 19. 


+ Phil. iii. 2124. IIa. ii. 19. § See Pſal. 
Xvi. 1.—3 Heb. xu. 28. | 
F 0 But 
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| But what will you do, O preſumptuous 
1 Sinners, at ſuch a Time? Whither will you 
' flee? And where will you leave your Glory * ? 
9 You cannot reſiſt the Almighty Arm of 
1 God, nor hide yourſelves from his All- 
ſeeing Eye. Don't think of contending 
with Him. Are Worms a Match for Om- 
nipotence ? b knoweth the Power of bis 
Anger +? He is mighty in Strength, as 
cell as wiſe in Heart: and none ever har- 


dened themſelves againſt Him and proſper d 7. 


And as vain would it be for you to ima- 
gine, you can conceal yourſelves from Him. 
Were the Rocks and Mountains to fall on 
you, He could eaſily remove them: They 
ccield not hide you from his Faceh. Nay, 
rf you were to dig into Hell, thence would 
bis Hand take you. There is no Darkneſs 


ner Shadow of Death, where the Workers of 
Jniquty may bide themſelves ||, 


May the L ORD, in rich Mercy, open 
your Eyes, make you ſenſible of your Dan- 
ger, and enable you to turn to Him with 


. H. . 11. + Job. IX. 4. 
§ Rev. vi. 16. ] Amos ix. 2, Job xxxiv. 22. 


all 
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all your Heart, that ſo Iniquity may not be 
your Ruin“ But by looking and going 
to JESUS, you may be delivered from the 
Wrath to come, and ſaved with an cverlaſ= 
ting Salvation. 


Remember, GH RIS T ic able to ſave the 
Chief of Sinners + : and invites all who are 
weary and heavy laden to come to bim . 
Beg of God then, to draw you effectually 
by his Spirit and Grace ; without which 
our Lord hath declared, no one can come to 
Him d. And for the Encouragement of 
ſuch as ſee their Need of Him, and his 
Righteouſneſs, He hath ſaid, Him that 
cometh to me, Twill in no wiſe caſt out ||, T 
will only add, that it will be in vain for 
you to expect Pardon now, and Happi- 
neſs at laſt, in any other Way than by 
believing in Chriſt. He is the only Per- 
fon whom God bath ſet forth to be a Pro- 
pitiation, through Faith in his Blood ©. 


And the Apoſtle Peter, who was then 


under the immediate Inſpiration of the 


* Ezek. Xviii. 30. + 1 Tim. i. 15. f Matt. 
xi. 28. § John vi. 44. | Verſe 37. J Rom. 


il. 25. 


infallible 


A Aer 


infallible Spirit, and filled with the Holy 


Ghoſt, aſſures us, there is no Salvation in 
any other; for there is no other Name under 


Heaven given among Men, ry we muſt 
be ſaved &. 


© 2a iv. 121 -: 
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